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EDUCATION 

 

Certified Public Manager, July 2015. Florida Center for Public Management, Florida State University.  
Doctor of Philosophy (Entomology), University of Florida, April 1994. Dissertation topic: Revision of the genus Ischyrus Lacordaire, 1842 

(Erotylidae: Triplacinae) of North and Central America. 362 pp., 148 figs. Advisor: Dr. R. E. Woodruff. Committee: Drs. D. H. Habeck, J. 

W. Kimbrough, and M. C. Thomas.  
Master of Science (Entomology), University of Florida, August 1988. Thesis: The pleasing fungus beetles of Florida (Coleoptera: Erotylidae). 

172 pp., 53 figs. Advisor: Dr. R. E. Woodruff. Committee: Drs. D. H. Habeck, and J. W. Kimbrough. 

Bachelor of Science (Zoology), Eastern Illinois University, May 1986, Summa Cum Laude. Senior project: Erotylidae of Illinois. 49 pp., 26 figs., 
17 maps. Advisor: Dr. M. A. Goodrich. 

 

 
EXPERIENCE 

 

May 2019 – present: Entomology Section Administrator, Head Curator FSCA and Assistanct Bureau Chief - Entomology, Nematology and Plant 
Pathology Bureau (aka Diagnostics), Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services - Division of Plant Industry, many duties as 

previous, with assistant administrative duties for entire Bureau, and additional agricultural duties assisting upper administration. 

July 2014 – present: Chief Editor to 2017, Assistant Editor 2017-present (volunteer), Insecta Mundi. Oversee and manage production of the 
scientific journal Insecta Mundi. [no salary] 

August 2013 – June 2019: Entomology Section Administrator and Head Curator (Curator of Coleoptera), Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services - Division of Plant Industry, Florida State Collections of Arthropods, Gainesville, FL. DUTIES: Oversee section and 
perform administrative duties for Entomology, oversee 20+ staff in collections and agricultural duties, curate and identify Coleoptera; act as a 

liaison with the University of Florida - Entomology and Nematology Department taxonomists, and the Florida Museum of Natural History 

(McGuire Center for Lepidoptera Research); perform research and publish scientific papers on groups of interest. Position description 
available upon request. 

January 9-21, 2012: Co-instructed Scarab Identification Workshop in San Ramon, Peru. Jointly offered through CEBIO and UNL, lead by B. C. 

Ratcliffe, assisted by M. L. Jameson, A. T. B. Smith, R. Cave, F. Ocampo. [trip expenses covered, no salary] 
January 2007 - December 2013: Managing Editor (volunteer), Insecta Mundi. Helped establish e-publishing of journal. Work with authors and 

reviewers to prepare manuscripts for publication. Work with editorial board and printers to complete the publication in three formats: CD-

DVD, PDF on line, and in print. [no salary] 
Sept. 2005 - July 2013: Entomologist, Collections Manager, Florida State Collections of Arthropods, Florida Department of Agriculture, Division 

of Plant Industry, Gainesville, FL. DUTIES: Curate and identify Orthoptera, Mollusca, and Coleoptera; handle donation records, incoming 

and outgoing packages, file USFWS 3-177 declarations; assist other curators and technicians with matters that affect entire collection (like 
annual fumigation and supply ordering); oversee organization of supplies in warehouse; act as a liaison with the University of Florida - 

Entomology Department taxonomists, and the Florida Museum of Natural History (McGuire Center for Lepidoptera Research); perform 

research and publish scientific papers on groups of interest. Position description available upon request. 
Feb.1993-Sept. 2005: Laboratory Technician IV, Florida Department of Agriculture, Division of Plant Industry, Gainesville, FL. DUTIES: 

maintain collections and other resources; use computer databases to maintain records; curate of dry and alcohol collections; assist visitors and 

give tours of facilities; make presentations on the facilities and insects; prepare microscope slides of various taxa for specialists; build type 
catalog of Florida State Collection of Arthropods. Other tasks include: identification of insects to species level on demand, man displays and 

make general entomological presentations (e.g. State Fair, County Agricultural Festivals, etc.), scanning electron microscope work and 
specimen preparation, maintain various supplies, and literature searches. Position description available upon request. 

August-December 2002. With Dr. M. C. Thomas, taught Systematics of Coleoptera Class, at the University of Florida. [no salary] 

November 21-24, 2002. Organized the Florida State Collection of Arthropods and Coleopterists Society Field Trip to Archbold Biological 
Station. [no salary] 

August 1986-Feb.1993: Teaching/Research Graduate Assistant (50/50) University of Florida, Gainesville: RESEARCH DUTIES - assist Dr. R. 

E. Woodruff in the curation of Coleoptera at the Florida State Collection of Arthropods and other research projects which included the use of 

critical point dryers, scanning electron microscopes, various collecting and preserving techniques, literature searches, data collecting and 

recording, handling of loans, editing of manuscripts, and collection curation: TEACHING DUTIES - assisted and/or taught laboratory for 

various entomology courses at the University of Florida. Primarily: Principles of entomology, Insect identification, Immature insects. Others: 
Insect ecology, Field entomology, Insect physiology, Six-Legged Science.  

August 1992 and 1994: Assisted Drs. D. Nickle, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, and J. Castner, University of Florida, Gainesville, 

with their Earthwatch Project, The Katydids of Peru, in the Amazonian rainforests in the vicinity of Iquitos, Peru. Duties included: leading 
volunteers (12-15) in research activities and excursions, specimen preparation and transport, building a reference insect collection for a 

Tropical Entomology class. [trip expenses covered, no salary] 

January 1983-August 1986: Assisted curator of the Spooner-Reigel Insect Collection, Dr. M. A. Goodrich, at Eastern Illinois University, 
Charleston, with various maintenance and curatorial duties. [Learned beetles with no reference collection, and only Arnett’s Beetles of the 

United States. Learned firsthand the importance of good key characters/characterizations and illustrations, which were often lacking in this 

book. Made many mistakes.] 
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Skelley, P. E. 2008a. Aphodiinae Leach, 1815. In: Ratcliffe B.C., and M.L. Jameson (eds.). Generic Guide to New World Scarab beetles. 
Available at https://unsm-ento.unl.edu/Guide/Scarabaeoidea/Scarabaeidae/Aphodiinae/Aphodiinae-Overview/AphodiinaeO.html  

(Accessed February 17, 2023) 

Skelley, P. E. 2008b.  Key to tribes and incertae sedis genera of New World Aphodiinae. In: Ratcliffe B.C., and M.L. Jameson (eds.). Generic 
Guide to New World Scarab beetles. Available at https://unsm-ento.unl.edu/Guide/Scarabaeoidea/Scarabaeidae/Aphodiinae/Aphodiinae-

Key/AphodiinaeK.html. (Accessed February 17, 2023) 
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Plains pocket gopher burrows in Illinois and Indiana. Display Presentation, Section A. Entomological Society of America, 2001 Annual 

Meeting, San Diego, California. 
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Skelley, P. E., and N. Franz. A new species of Pharaxonotha (Coleoptera: Erotylidae) pollinating two species of Zamia (Zamiaceae) in Puerto 

Rico. Display Presentation, Secton A. Systematics, Morphology and Evolution. Entomological Society of America, 2007 Annual Meeting, 

San Diego, CA.  

Perry, E., J. Krygler, P. Kovarik, and P. Skelley. Geographic Information Systems & Niche Modeling of Pocket Gopher Burrows to Predict the 

Location of Gophers and Symbiotic Insects. 2012.  
Héctor Jaime Gasca-Álvarez and Paul E. Skelley. 2019. Pleasing fungs beetles (Coleoptera: Erotylidae: Erotylinae) of Colombia: a preliminary 

overview. Display presentation at the Center for Systematic Entomology, Annual Meeting and Conference, Gainesville, FL. January 2019. 

 
FOREIGN TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 

 

BOLIVIA:  

-September 2012: Santa Cruz-Cochabamba, collecting expedition 

BRAZIL 

 -September 2018: CEMT, Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso, Cuiaba, curate Aphodiinae 

CANADA:  

-June 2004: Study specimens at CMN and CNC, appraise donation to CMN 

-June 2005: Study specimens at CMN and CNC, appraise donation to CMN 
-June 2006: Study specimens at CMN and CNC, appraise donation to CMN 

-June 2007: Study specimens at CMN and CNC, appraise donation to CMN 

-June 2008: Study specimens at CMN and CNC, appraise donation to CMN 
-October 2012: Study specimens at CMN, appraise donation to CMN 

-October 2016: Study specimens at CMN, appraise donation to CMN 

-November 2017: Study specimens at CMN, appraise donation to CMN 
CHINA:  

 -August 18-26, 2019: Observe study by UF professor J. Hulcr on bark beetles around Shanghai, Fu’an and Kunming.  

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC:  

-June 1992: Barahona, Larimar Mine, collecting expedition. 

ECUADOR:  

-December 1985: Galapagos Islands, Quayaquil, and Quito ecotourism 

GUATEMALA:  

-May 2010: Guatemala City~ Sierra de las Minas, collecting expedition 

MEXICO:  

-December 2013: State of Queretaro, various sky islands, collecting and exploration, tuza project 

-August 2015: State of Queretaro, various sky islands, collecting and exploration, tuza project 

-August 2017: State of Queretaro and Hidalgo, attend Coleopterist workshop and collecting expedition. 
PERU:  

-December 1984-January 1985: Iquitos area, ecotourism 

-August 1992: Iquitos area, assist on Katydid of Peru, Earthwatch project, and collecting expedition. 
-August 1994: Iquitos area, assist on Katydid of Peru, Earthwatch project, and collecting expedition. 

-January 2012: San Ramon area, assist Scarab Identification workshop and collecting expedition. 

SURINAME:  
-February 2010: Paramaribo, collecting expedition 

UNITED KINGDOM:  

-April-May 1992: London+Cambridge, study Erotylidae in museums. 
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John Leavengood (MS), University of Florida, graduated Fall 2008 

Kyle Beuke (PhD), University of Florida, graduated Fall 2009 
Jimmie Griffiths (remote, nonthesis MS-chair), University of Florida, graduated Fall 2010 

Amanda Czysz (remote, nonthesis MS-chair), University of Florida, graduated Spring 2011 
Alicia Hodson (MS, nonthesis), University of Florida, graduated Fall 2011 

Kate Okin (MS, nonthesis), University of Florida, graduated Dec. 2012 

Kristin Dunn (PhD)- University of Florida, graduated May 2022 
 

 


