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INTRODUCTION: THE MARiANA Mi TE WAS ORiGiNALLY COLLECTED ON MT. LASSO, TiNiAN ISLAND (MARiANA GROUP) 
12 JUNE 1946 (H.K. TOWNES), ON PASSiFLORA FOETiDA. THE MiTE HAS SiNCE BEEN FOUND iN FLORiDA PAR­
TiCULARLY ON SOLANACEOUS PLANTS DURiNG THE SPRiNG AND EARLY SUMMER MONTHS. 

DISTRIBUTION: l• MARiANAE HAS BEEN TAKEN iN THE PAciFic AREA FROM Iwo-ARNO ATOLL, SAiPAN AND THE 
TiNiAN ISLANDS. IT is ALSO RECORDED FROM THE SOUTHERN UNiTED STATES, CENTRAL AMERicA, AND SOUTH 
AMERiCA. IN FLORiDA iT HAS BEEN RECORDED FROM THE FOLLOWiNG COUNTiEs; ALACHUA, BROWARD, CHARLOTTE, 
DADE, HiGHLANDS, HiLLSBOROUGH, INDiAN RiVER, JACKSON, MARiON, MONROE, POLK, VOLUSiA, AND WALTON. 

HOSTS: ALTHOUGH THiS Mi TE TENDS TO PREFER SOLANECOUS PLANTS, iT HAS BEEN RECORDED FROM SEVERAL OTHER 
HOSTS. THE KNOWN HOSTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: CUPRESSUS SEMPERViRENS, DiEFFENBACHiA PiCTA, LAVANDULA SP., 
LYCOPERSiCON ESCULENTUM, LYCOPERSiCON SP., PELARGONiUM SP., SOLANUM MELONGENA, ~UM NiGRUM, 
SOLANUM TUBEROSUM AND TRiUMFETTA SEMiTRiLOBA. 

ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE: THis RED SPiDER Mi TE HAS A HiGH BioTic POTENTiAL AND OFTEN REACHES HiGH POPULA­
TiONS iN DRY WARM WEATHER AT WHiCH TiME UNCONTROLLED POPULATiONS MAY HANG iN TAGS FROM THE PLANT 
PARTS G1V1NG THE PLANT A REDDiSH COLOR. Mi TES CAUSE LEAVES, SUCH AS THE TOMATO LEAVES iN Fi~. 1, 
TO BECOME CHLOROTiC AND CURL. FiG. 2 SHOWS A CLUSTER OF Mi TES ON A TOMATO STALK. 

DESCRIPTION: THE BODY OF THE FEMALE is ABOUT 400µ LONG, is ELLiPTiCAL wiTH 26 DORSAL SETAE WELL 
DEVELOPED AND LONGER THAN THE iNTERVAL TO BASE OF NEXT POSTERiOR SETAE. THE MALE is ABOUT 340µ 
LONG wiTH THE ANAL END TAPERiNG. SiNcE THE FEMALE LOOKS SUPERFiciALLY LiKE MOST OTHER FEMALES OF 
THE GENUS TETRANYCHUS, iT wiLL NOT BE iLLUSTRATED. THE MALE AEDEAGUS (FiG. 3) is DiAGNOSTic AND 
CAN BE USED TO SEPARATE THiS MiTE FROM OTHER CLOSELY RELATED SPECiES. 

FiG. 1. CHLOROTiC DAMAGE CAUSED BY MiTE 
FEEDiNG ON TOMATO LEAVES. 

FiG. 2. CLUSTER OF MiTES ON 
TOMATO STALK. 

FiG. 3• MALE 
AEDEAGUS. 

CONTROL: THE UNiVERSiTY OF FLORiDA AGRicuLTURAL ExTENsioN SERVicE, IFAS, RECOMMENDS KELTHANE. 
FOLLOW THE DiRECTiONS ON THE LABEL. 
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